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Europe, so it is quite difficult also to differentiate the human<
istic educators from the religious educators of the sixteenth
century. From the fact that the new learning was given a
reformatory bent, the north European humanists were collec-
tively responsible for the Reformation movement. While
many of them, such as Erasmus, Wimpfeling, More and Rabe-
lais, among the more prominent, refused to break with the
Church, and rejected the violent methods of the reformers,
they could not dissociate themselves from this responsibil-
ity. This truth was put in a homely way by Luther, when
he said that he but hatched the egg laid by Erasmus. To
which Erasmus replied that the egg was but a hen's egg,
while Luther had hatched a game cock. So, on the one hand,
many of those prominent as humanistic educators, such as
Sturm, are quite as good representatives of religious as of
humanistic education; and, on the other hand, many of those
usually considered as Reformation educators, such as Melanch-
thon, are quite as thoroughly humanistic as any mentioned
in the previous chapter. This lack of definiteness in the
delimitation exists in other groups as well. For example,
Comenius, later taken as the chief representative of the sense
realists, is quite as truly a leader in the educational move-
ment of the Reformation as either Luther or Melanchthon.
In other words, the religious aspect of the work of these
educators is revealed in the purpose and organization of edu-
cation, while the humanistic or realistic aspect appears in the
content or subject-matter. Though but a few of them are
here mentioned in detail, the Reformation and the counter-
Reformation movements produced many great educators and
leaders of educational thought In fact, it was a conse-
quence of the character of the later Renaissance movement
that all the religious leaders seized upon education as the
chief instrument for bringing about the reforms which they
desired. On the Protestant side, the great leaders are natu
rallv Luther and Melanchthon,